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thought of b,y them and his very precept and example are the 
most effective kind of restraint and corrective of bad conduct. 
Let him aim to do right himself, and then let him expect his pu-
pils to do right, and there need be little fear of disorder or in-
subordination. He has something to teach besides the subjects 
mentioned in his course of study or those represented by the dif-
ferent text-books. He has the broad subject of manners, and 
morals, which comprehend the whole deportment of his pupils. 
How shall they speak, and walk, and stand, and sit? How shall 
they treat each other? How shall they regard the property and 
the rights of others? What are the objects of the school,? How 
and by whom is it sustained? What is his relation to his pupils, 
their parents, and the district? What is community, law, the 
state, and government? These and other similar subjects are to 
be explained by the true teacher, and in doing his whole duty 
in this respect he is rendering the most effective service as an or-
ganizer not only of his school but of society. School govern: 
ment becomes a secondary matter, and it may almost be said not 
to exist at all. Many a school has come thus to "govern itself," 
and learning in such a school becomes a delight. 
But there are times and ' places where this fine theory will not 
work. There are boys who must be punished, and there are 
girls who ought to be. And what shaH the young teacher do 
then? How shall he punish, and when shall he punish, and 
how severely shall he punish, are important questions, and should 
receive some consideration before it becomes necessary to ' act. 
In nine cases out of, ten, even where the teacher concludes to 
inflict'corporal punishment only after careful and deliberate re-
'flection, there is a better way to insure the correction ' of a fault 
or to benefit 'the offender than by ~esorting to this coarse and 
barbarous method. Blows are usually inflicted in anger j if they 
a~e postponed till there is no more anger, and love has taken its 
place; they will be very apt to give place to a milder correctiv!!, 
and perhaps to a simple kind word, which may do a thousand 
times more good than a shower of blows. , 
A (;lIse notion often entertained , by young ' teachers is that the 
govlrn11l/nt of a school is of more importance than the t(aching. 
It not unfrequently happens that in the rural districts the lad or 
,girl of sixteen who is acknowledged to be the best scholar in the 
district, and perhaps able to instruct the teacher, is inviteQ by 
-the directors to teach the s~hool for a season. His only hesitan-
cy is on account of the management. The tradit~onal pedagogue 
was a: school-master, and unless the - new teacher of a country 
school has a well-developed muscle it is even yet a question of 
prudence as to whether or not he should assume to control a 
score or more of rude and seemingly uncontrollable boys-to say 
nothing of the girls. He hesitates, therefore, not because he 
fears that there 'may be some problem in the arithmetic which he By no means permit yourself to strike a child upon the head. 
can not solve, or some sentence in Pollock's Couru of Tint( which The organs exposed in the head are the most delicately finished 
he can not parse, but because he is not confident of his ability in 'the body, and a slight blow may cause permanent physic,al in-
to maintalll good order and thorough discipline. jury. A blow on the head, a jerk of the ear, or the hair, or any 
This apprehension is often intensified by experience, and many kind of a slap, is not only dangerous, but it is undignified and 
:a young teacher reaches the end of his school term in a wretched unbecoming to the teacher. Such punishment is never inflicted 
state of mental anxiety, not to say fear. The bugbear of scho~1 in love and can have but a temporary and seemingly good effect. , , 
government grows larger as the weeks pass, and the ~losing of The teacher should never punish in haste or in anger. If cor-
school "the last day" is done with 'much the same feeling by the, poral punishment is to be inflicted, let it be after a full and friend-
' teacher who has completed his firSt term as is experienced by an ly statement pf the cause of it and its necessity. And a blow. 
innocent man at the verdict pf "not guilty" after a threatene~ offer,ed after. such a statement is only the execution of a law j if 
'conviction in a di~inal court. the law,is inexorable, strike j but if it is not less rigid than that 
The necessity of some kind of discipline is ' recognized, but which binds the governor of a state, then' exercise your proud pre-
:the mistake is made in supposing that it is ~up~rior .to ,or evep. "rogative and pardon.' 
;paramount with that of. teaching. In fact teachmg IS successful ' 
.onlyas it comprehends an~ controls discipline. He can scarcely qe. 
said to be a good teacher in a public school whose comp'ete~cy 
'extends only to the exposition of the text-book or the developmg 
of mind. The true teacher of children is called to do more than'" 
·that j he , is to teach very much by' example j he is to dep~rt him-
:self before his ' pupils in 'such a way that government IS never 
.Every te~cher within re~ch of the place of meeti~ 'should 'at-
tend one 'of the many state associations which are to be held. the 
last thr~e days of this month, and most ,teachers who are succeed-
ing in "their ' work, or are going to succeed, will atte!ld these 
meetings. ' 
" .~. 
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RELIGION AND POLITICS. 
S MULTANEOUSLY with the trouble in Cambridgeport on the question of public schools or church schools, comes an 
article in the N orfhAmtrican R eview from the facile pen of James 
Anthony Froude, warning the people of this country against 
the .wonderful growth of the Catholic Church in the United 
States, and the overshadowing influence it is destined to have 
upon our political institutions. 
There is no question that the matter of religion enters some-
what into politics. Men retain their prejudices after they have 
lost their faith, and though thoroughly irreligious themselves, 
!hey will attack with great zeal a man or a measure suspected 
of being tainted with a creed offensive to their prejudices, 
though its tenets be entirely out of the range of their under-
standing. 
Botl} parties have profited by this religious factor in politics. 
Hayes owes his presidency to a religious hue and cry, which de-
feated William Allen for the governorship of Ohio on an issue 
that had no existence out of the imagination of the politicians. 
_ In large cities posturing for the vote of a particular denomina-
tion has been a ludicrous feature of the career of some politicians;. 
but, on the whole, it has been a rather unprofitable investment 
in statuary, for purposes of exhibition. We have in mind one 
yo~ng man who his 'attitudinized for fifteen years to win the 
Catholic vote, and who is now farther than ever from the goal 
of his ambition; so far indeed that he could not be elected con-
stable or delegate from his own precinct, and his future fame .and 
fortune must depend on the exercise of his profession-a rather 
- shm dependence. . 
It does not pay to posture. The motive is always transparent, 
and the inevitable result is a sentiment of disgust in the mi~ds 
of those whom the posturer desires to affect favorably. At the 
present time the press is teeming with articles implicating the 
Catholic church in the business of politics. The suspicion is 
unjust; it is not fair to blame the church for the .posturing of 
demagogues. But as an ounce of illustration is worth a pound 
of argument, it may not be out of place to cite the school troubles 
in Chicago as a case in point. The sentiment prevails pretty gen-
erally throughout the country that the reason of unrest in the 
- schools, the putting out of the Bible, and the annoyance inflicted 
on Mr. Pickard was the work of a Catholic ring I There was 
not Catholicity enough in the party to make a ring for one's lit-
tle finger. Of the three men most active in the work, one is a 
profligate, one a hyprocrite, and one ~ nondescript, and as far as 
the parties were known to the bishop, they were all under his dis-
pleasure, as a restless, unwholesome, mischievous set of adven-
turers. It was not Cati)olicity but puppyism that instigated the 
strife. Mr. Pickard was a strong though judicious man; he 
could not be used, so he had to be routed, and atool discovered; 
his character was a standing reproach to the monkeys that be· 
came his official masters, and he nad to go, ' and the Catholic 
church had as much to do with it as the Khan of Tartar¥. 
I It is a mistake, too, to suppose that the Catholic clergy are op-
posed to the reading of the Bible in the public schools. Those 
who are friendly or indifferent say, '·'Better for,them to have the 
Bible than to have .nothing ; it is a chip in porrid~e anyway." 
Those who are 'hostile desire to have it read, fOl, III that case, 
tliey can twit their parishioners of' ~nding their children to a 
. "Protestant" school; to a "souper-school," placing them in the 
- attitude of little. apostates, which is to the pride of a Ca~holic a: 
more bitter taunt than the term . godless or secular, whIch has 
·no 9tfensiye significance to the Catholie ear. 
JOHN BRIGHT. ON EDUCATION. 
John' Bright heartily beli~ves-like every other good and map-
Iy man-that moral teaching is as much a part' of education as 
the three R's. "Education," he said the other day, "is not 
even cla~sics and mathematics, of which, in my day, when I was 
young, I knew nothing, and of which I have not acquired any 
knowledge since. I regard what are called classics-that is, the 
ancient languages of Greece and Rome-as rather luxuries than 
anything else. I do not myself believe that there is anything in 
the way of wisdom which is to be attained in any of tbe books of 
the old languages which at this moment may not be equally at-
tained in books of our own literature. Therefore I think a man 
may be as great, as good, and as wise a man, knowing ' only his 
own language and the wisdom that is enshnned in it, as if he 
knew all the Latin and Greek books that had ever been written. 
I think, with regard to teachers, they have two entirely different 
branches of labor. They have that of instructing their pupils 
from books, and they have that of instructing them from their 
own conduct and their own manners. You want to teach a child 
to be gentle-and I must say that IS better than book-Iearning-
not the gentleness that is weakness, for there is perfect gentleness 
which is combined with great fo rce. You want gentleness, you 
want humanity. Humanity to animals is one point. If I were . 
a teacher of a school I would make it a very important part of 
my business to imbue every boy and girl with the duty of being 
kind to all animals. It is impossible to say how much evil there 
is in the world from the barbarity and unkindness whicH people 
show to what we call the inferior creatures. Then there is the 
quality of unselfishness. Selfishness in families is the cause of . 
misery and the cause of great injustice. Unselfishness and ~ love 
of justice-these are qualities which come if you offer them to the 
young person's mind. Their very nature makes them that they 
cannot receive it except with liking and approbation. And I 
have no doubt that it is possible for the teachers in the elemen-
tary schools of Birmingham during the next ten years or so, dur-
ing which they Will have two or three generations of children 
under their care, so to impress their minds on these subjects rh~t 
tw~nty .years hence it will be seen and felt over the whole town 
that there is an improvement in these ' respects in the general 
population. These are things which, I think, it behooves the 
teachers in these sChools to bear in mind. They cannot possibly 
. h\lve too high a sense of the responsibilities of their position and -
of their duties." 
REVIEWS. 
0" the Riz'" Use of BOOkS. A Lecture. By William P. Atkinson. Bos-
ton : Roberts B~others. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg & Co. Price So. c. 
If the Preacher of old felt constrained to write "Of making 
many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness to ' 
the flesh,' ~ it is not to be wondered at that in these days one 
turns with a sigh of thankfulness to such bo~ks as the one before 
us, containing 'some specific directions on the ."Right Use ' of 
Books," hoping to gain some idea of what to read, how to read, ' 
and when to read. Busy people find so little time, and so much 
that is valuable to select from, that one often feels at a loss to 
know on what time can be spent most profitably. 
. The author believes that the world is little better for ~ost of 
the reading done, and' gives as a reason that we do not knoW' how 
to read, and we do n?t know how beClj.use we are ·not taught. 
'. 
" ~ ........... 
" ," 
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He criticises the ordinary school training, and says the "defects 
of our educational system are nowhere so patent in its failure to 
impart a real taste for books, to co.mmunicate the true Art of 
Reading." . 
He does not lay down any special rules for our guidance, but 
speaks in a general way from his own experience. 
, He recommends the study of Poetry, of the better novels, and 
of history. Under each of these heads . he explains what he 
means by the study of these subjects. He thinks the "main rea-
son for the ill success of our reading, and our education, is be-
cause they lack point, lack system, lack concentration." 
When men learn that books are simply tools, means to an end, 
a 'step will have been made towards true education. The lecture 
contains food for thought, and one can hardly fail to be benefited 
by reading it although he may not fully agree with the author in 
.. all the ideas set forth. 
T~ac/urs' Edition of TIlt Child's Book of Languag~. Graded Lessons .and 
Blanks for the Natural Development of Language. Intfolductory to Let. 
. ters and Lessons. By J. H. Stickney .• ' 0. Appleton, & Co., New York, 
Boston, Chicago, San Francisco. 
This volume comprises the four numbers-Stories in Pictures, 
Stories in Animals, Studies in Plants, and Studies in Words-no-
ticed in the WEEKLY some time ago. It is for use in primary 
schools, and is based.,upon a course of conversational picture 
lessons, the. results of which are to be written in the pages of the 
book. With the help here "afforded a teacher would be "too 
stupid for anything," if she did not make a grand success at 
oral instructi?n or object teaching. It is not too much to say 
that every pnmary teacher should have a copy of the book. 
Selections from Ilu Greek Lyric Poets; with an Historical Introduction and 
Explanatory Notes, by H enry M, Tyler, Professor of Greek and Latin in 
Smith College, Northampton, Mass. Boston: Ginn & Heath. 1879. 
It is conceded that if we would know the people of any coun-
try we must become famihar with their songs. This is particu-
larly true of the ancient Greeks. Their poetry contains their 
history. Their songs reveal their life. And yet our courses of 
study in Greek literature strangely omit those songs which best 
reveal to us the thoughts, feelings, and private life of the com-
mon people. ' The work of Prof. Tyler places these within the 
student's reach. The contents of the book contain selections 
from the Elegiac poets-Callinus, Tyrtreus, Mimnermus, Solon, 
Xenophanes, and Theognis ; the Iambic poets-Archilochus and 
Simondes of Amorgos; the Melic poets-Sappho, Alcreus, Anac. 
reon, Anacreontea, and Simonides of Ceos. 
In the notes, which are abundent and yet restricted, references 
are made to Smith's Classical Dictionaries, Goodwin's Greek 
Moods and Tenses, White's new edition of Schmidt's Rhythmic 
and Metric of the Classical Languages, and the grammars of 
ProfeSsors Goodwin and Hadley. ' 
, The text published is necessarily fragmentary, and to compen-
sate in some degree for this the editor has presented a scholarly 
essay on the growt~ of the Greek poetic art. 
Long Lif~an4 How 10 Reach It. By Joseph G. Richardson, M. D. Phila. 
delphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. Price 50 cents. 
This is a very readable little book. Whoever takes it up will 
not be likely to lay it down without giving it a pretty thorough 
perusal. It imprel!!;es one with thejdea that we are consta'ntly 
surrounded with the .elements of diseaSe, and only the greatest 
care and watchfulness tan keep our bodies in a healthful condi-
tion. , The author points plainly to the fact that disease lurks in 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, the hoUses we )nhabit, 
and even in the food that we eat. Also that from birth there 
often lurks a constitutional taint not easily overcome. 
He,' however, tells how to combat all of these evil tendencies, 
and says that usually, "death, except from old age, is unneces-
sary." The necessity of well· ventilated houses, of pure water, 
and comfortable clothing cannot receive too much attention, and · 
until people are willing to take the trouble to see that their fam-
ilies have these three things at least, such bo'Oks as this will al- , 
ways find a work to do. The¥ are like mile-stones along the 
the road, pointing out the right path, or warning of some evil 
just beyond. ' 
The Proceedings of the Fiftieth Annual American Instil!tle of 
Instruction is at hand. It is a neat volume of 168 pages. We 
do not· know how better to notice it than to give a hasty glance 
at its contents: 
On the first day judah Danaon the subject, "Old and New 
Methods in Teaching," said among other things, "Teach them 
to work and see that they do work; and I do not know' but I 
would add, follow them up in the old style with the birch, if 
they will not work without. Drive them if necesSary up the hill 
of science, but, do not lifl them up." . 
Mr. A. Morse said 'that serious injury had been done our 
schools by those men who have denounced corporal punishment 
as a relic of barbarism. Mr. A. P. Stone said that in the old 
arithmetics it took many rods to make an acre, but in school 
one rod mane an acher. He believed in combining the old and 
the new. 
On the subject of "Neglected and Destitute Children," John 
Hancock said he desired to gather such children into schools that 
had no stigma of crime attached to them. Rev. Mr. Ames' 
would grade the children, in such schools with regard to charac-
ter. Prof. Thatcher stated that in Connecticut there are laws 
regulating the employment of children. Between certain ages 
they mu~t go to school. 
On the subject of "Classical Teaching and Study," Prof. Louis 
Soldan stated that our civilization ,is based upon the Study of 
Latin and Greek, "On the High School Question," Mr. T. D. 
Adams gave a hard drive at Gov. Robinson of New York, call-
ing New York City the "Botany Bay of America." "The best 
standing army is the public school, and the best police forc~ is 
the public school." Mr . • C. C. Rounds said that no party in -
Maine dared to put an ed,ucational plank in its platform. ' Mr. 
H. P. Warren said the time will come when New England will 
be enthusiastic on the subject of high schools. Mr. D. P. Allen, 
a colored man, said that' he taught where people thought that a: 
spelling-book only was necessary to teach everything. 
On the third day Mr. Pickard was called and said a great deal 
in a very few words. On the subject ~ 'Extrimists in Education," 
Mr. Bridgman said he believed In combining written and oral 
workin recitation. Mrs. Knox deprecated the jealousy of auth-
ors in pushin'g their claims to the paternity of plans. Mr. Har-
per said that we must base our teaching of morals on the nature 
of things. Dr. McVickar believed in object teachin~, but 
would call It objective teaching. A. D. Mayo said, "Discipline " 
is moral teaching incarnate." Mr. Tweed said, "The children 
were literally starved before oral teaching came in." Gen.' Ea-
ton related a conversation with Gen. Grant on. conic sections il- , 
lustrated. Gen. Grant said that he could understand the propo-
sition better as he took it from the beok than in the illustrative 
way. Grant does not favor the object method. 
On the subject, "The Education of Girls as affected by Gr:owt~ 
" 
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and PhySical Devdopment," the debate was quite lively. 
On the fourth day Mr. Adams said something about a journal 
of education arid a "bronze medal. " It appears the medal was 
metallic, though, as the tanner remarked, "There is nothing like 
leather." Mr. Stone presented resolutions. Mr. Northend re-
ported a number of deaths, but said nothing about the number 
of old seeds in New England that are not dead but ought to be. 
The book contains ten lectures in full , viz.: Oral Teaching; 
The Education of Girls; How Teaching May Become a Profes-
sioh; Extremists in Education; Educational Journalism; Eclip-
~ of the Sun; The Place of the Study of Latin and Greek; 
Aspects of Greek and Latin Study; Teaching' Numbers; Piece-
WorJc. 
There are worse books than this volume. It is not so funny 
as Mark Twain's "Innocents Abroad," but ifteachers are troubled 
with sleepiness it will wake them up and if they are afflicted with 
insomnia it will cure them. 
;' We hope all our readers will not buy it, since, if they did so, 
t hey might feel like dispensing with the Wl!:EKLY. 
8IJQR Kupi"g. By Prof. A. B. Messervey, A. M., Ph. D. Boston ::Thomp, 
son, Brown & Co. 
This isa substantially-bound book of 156 pages. It opens with 
a cat.echism of the subject containing 56 questions and answers. 
The first form is for the use of parties ' not doing an extensh'e 
blll!iness. The examples are full and varied and the red-line rul-
ing neat 'and attractive. Ques,tions on the form are numerous 
and sc;arching. The second form uses the ledger only. The 
catechetical method is continued. The examples are varied but 
simple. The third form uses day-book, journal, and ' cash-book. 
The fiisilade of questioning is kept up. The fourth form intro-
· d~ces pa'rtnership. The 'fifth form provides for an ext~nsive bus-
mess. A sales-book, invoice book, and 'bill-book are introduced. 
This form closes the subject of single , entry. Double entry is 
tr.eated with equal care and fullness. No point is too minute to 
escape the-questions, and no doubt or question can arise that .is 
. not mef by a timely suggestion or direction in tlie proper place. 
The work is cor~pleted with a series of business forms. On the 
w!lole this work.is superb in itS way. In the' shape of the vol-
ume, 'the quality of the paper, the style of the type and illustra-
tive rulings for accounts, and the record of the transactions on 
which the entries are fouuded,' there is )lothing left undone that 
g9?d taste, good judgment, and a liberal expendlturC? of money 
, could provide. ' _. . 
-' 
A Podut CllUt;cal Dicn-ary, for:Ready Reference. By Frederick G. Ire-
land. New York: G. P. Putnam's SODS. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & 
. Co. Price 75 'cents. 
• A very convenient volume, in .flexible cloth, containing 144 
~9 m9 pages. 
TRUE NOBILITY. ; 
By JAMES M. BAILEY. 
" I '." . 
IT was conceded by.all who heard , it that Miss Wqodby's .essay was an excellent prodUCtion, and at the graduatIOn exerCIses 
there were a great ' many listeners~attentive listeners, too, with 
tl}e power of discrimination in such matters. Miss WoodQY hon-
estly earned the credit. In preparing the essay she had worked 
,cgnscientiously and hard, and under difficulties the public. could 
~(i)t haye app'reciated. , , _ 
, 1i'o~nately we are in pd:~~sion of the facts in this connection 
that 'Ye , now. propose. to lay'before our readers, t.h!lt t~ey m~y 
. - ~ .."" , _.' 
judge for themselves of the number of thorns which not only, lay 
In Miss Woodby's road, but which beset every path to true ex-
cellence. 
Miss Woodby having devoted a week to revolving over in her 
mind the variety of subjects presenting themselves w'ith a view to 
the selection of a suitable topic, chose under the head of moral 
. improvement. On a Monday morning she resolved to begin the 
work that day, as soon as she reached home from school. The 
title selected was "True Nobility." Having a few minutes to 
spare at noon, she got out the paper, and wrote down the head. 
with some pretty flourishes beneath it. It was an unpropitious 
day for the beginning, being washing. day, and the house in con-
sequent disorder attendant thereon. The washer-woman's child. 
never 'at the best a rugged child, was to-day suffering from the 
excessive heat, and its little body was broken out with blotches. 
and its little 'voice piped forth in pitiful protest. The washer:" 
woman herself was more or less influenced by the suffering of her 
child and the effect of the heat upon her own body. She was a 
noble little woman, with a thin face from which had apparently 
been wrung every hopeful expectatIOn, 3:S th.Jugh it had passed 
through a great moral wringer, and had come out in a condition 
most complimentary to the thoroughness of the process. It was, 
a waiting face, with the shadow of , a cross resting constantly up-, 
on it. 
The crying of the child was a decided atmoyance, especially 
to one striving to get her mind into. an even frame for thought. 
To Miss Woodby the sounds were irritating. She said to her , 
mother : 
"What on earth is the matter with that imp to-day?" 
~er mother having her own hands full vouchsafed no explana-
tion • . 
"I declare," she ejaculated a moment later, "if I had !1 brat 
like that I would choke it." 
And she hurried away to school to get out of the sound of the 
noise, leaying her mother to attend to the dinner dishes. 
In the afternoon she hrought out her paper, found a cool place 
,at an .open window foi :her desk, and began: 
TRUE NOBILITY. 
"There is the nobility of blood and the nobility of life. The 
former is but an accident of birth; the latter is the result of de-
velopment. The former is but for the few; the latter is for the 
many. True nobility is a life nobly lived. It comes nel,ther 
(rom birth nor from circumstances. It springs alone from the 
heart. Money cannot purchase it; education cannot bring it ; 
talent will no~ produce it. It is a treasure which every man may 
possess, and yet its price is above rubies." . 
At this juncture Miss Woodby was obliged to take along pause ' 
to re-arrange her thoughts, and while thus engaged, her little 
brother appeared at the door. Mi~ Woodby looked up, impa-
tiently. 
"Don't come in here," she commanded. 
"But I want my hat." 
"Well, get it imd leave at once." 
"You needn't be so cross," he said. ' 
"If you don't leave at once I'll make yqu. ,,'. _ 
He got his hat with all the speed possible, but on leaving had 
the satisfaction of screaming out: 
"~ean- thing!" 
And slam~ing the door with all his might. It was fully fifteen 
minutes before Miss Wooaby was sufficiently composed to renew 
her work. Then she wrote: 
"It is a jewel whose lustre grows brighter with e~ery day of itS. 
use. It is a possession that time cannot wear-that misfortune 
< 
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cannot diminish that no combination of circumstances can rob, u~ of. The hardest battle is the fight against self. The gran~est 
victory is the triumph over self . . There can be no true e?,UcatlOn 
where self·denial is not accompl1shed, Self degrades-
Just here Miss Woodby's mother came . t~ the room)o tell ~er 
to put away the clothes that had just been Ironed , ' 
"I can't bother about that now," said Miss Woodby. 
"But they are in my way." , 
. "Gracious! ·how can I write or do anything if I've got to be 
jumping .up every minute?" demanded the young authoress in a 
tone of very improper resentment • 
. Mrs. Woodby withdrew her tired body, and went back to her 
work with a sigh, . 
"I don't see what makes Ma act so contrary," murmured Miss 
Woodby to herself.. "She could have put away those things 
herself if she cared to be any way accommodating." Then she 
bent her mind again to the task of ,composition, Before she 
could get in order to commit matter to the page, tea was an', 
nounced. After ' tea her mother asked her to clear the table and 
wash the dished" .but she had to think and could not do this. S~e 
'inquired, with considerable reason, if she was expected to do ev-
erything on earth and get an essay, ready, too? She went out 
and' sat under a tree until the table was cleared, and then she 
brought out her manuscript and continued: 
"Self deadens the better instincts, and makes him who yields 
thereto a torture to himself and a burden to those about him; 
True nobility ' is to care for others, to give up self, to lose your 
own will in the will of those depending upon you. He who is 
withou,t self will be pa~ient in tro~ble, calm in trial, trusting in 
adversity, temperate 10 pr?spenty. His heart is ever open to 
the cry of the burdened-:-hls hand ever ready to minister to the 
afflicted . No thought of himself, no care- for his own advance-
ment, is ever allowed to stand in the wav of others. 'In honor 
preferring one another,' is the motto of his life, the guide to ev-
ev.ery act." ' . . 
At this juncture the baby sister'of Miss Woodby-climbed upon. 
a chair at the table to see what she was doipg. The cliild was 
'afflicted by the heat, she had no amuseinent, and no company, 
and she climbed up to see what was going on. The white paper 
and moving pen interested her. More than that they absorbed 
h~r very soul. . 
"Qh!" she exclaimed ip a paroxysm of excitement. 
. "What are you doing up here?" explosively cried M;iss WQod-
by. "Get down from that taQle this instan't and take yourself 
out of sight. II' 
The great round eyes filled with tears, :and the lip of the girl 
baby trembled. 
Miss Woodby could have cried with:vexation. 
"What, for pity's sake, can:Ma be thinking of-to let you come 
here to bother the life out of me? Go away this qtinute, or I'll 
slap you." ..' 
. The child scrambled down and toddled away~to find her 
mother, crying " aloud with the pain of. disappointment. The' 
mother being out on the front stoop to cateh a breath of f~esh 
air heard the cry and hurried to meet and comfort the child. 
In' her wearied lap she took th~ baby, and listened to its story, 
and kissed it back to a quiet, broken only by occasional half-
suppressed sobs from its quivering lips. 
Miss Woodby, being left uninterrupted, started her pen-
. "No storm can r~ach him. He ·stands immovable be~ore ev-
1 ht f:ro~ the world True to himself, true to hiS God, ery ons aug . . , l·ti· l'k th ' t" 
t promptl'ng of duty hiS lOner I e IS lee moun am true 0 every , . ··ft· . . hi . 
lak • the sunshine of a midsummer oay-re ectmg Wit n Its em 1. '-
,pure ~nlffl~ bosom th~ bright heaven il ... ove. :. 
This was a very fine passage, and Miss Woodby was nearly an 
hour perfecting it, including the interruption of getting a light, 
as her mother 'was not present to do it for her. She was reading' 
this par~raph over for the fourth time, with abounding satisfac-
tion, when her brother, with a neighboring boy came "troopiIig" 
in. He 'brought in the other boy to show him a book that· had . 
been given him. He approached the table with the enthusiasm 
peculiar to youth, and with noisy hospitality observed: · . 
"Bring up a chair, Bill, an' look at the pictures." , 
"Chariey!" exclaimed his sister, almost: paralyzed by the au-
dacity of this movement, "don't you see I'm writing?" 
"What of that?" he surlily demanded; "I ain't a-touchil\$' 
you, am I?" 
"But you bother me, and I won't stand it. Now you just take 
your book away." 
This was very pleasant ior "Bill," who 'had come in to spend 
the evening and improve his mind. 
"I guess I'll show Bill this book, if I want to," sputtered 
Charles. 
"You won't show it in here, I can tell yo~." 
"But we won't make a bit of noise, will we, . Bill ?" he cried, 
to the great distress of Bill, who was quite ove~helnied . by the 
reference to himself. . 
"1 tell you I won't have you here, anyway," retorted his sister; " 
g~owing white with passion. "Are you going to leav~, or shall i 
help you?" There was such an ominou; expression to bot)l voice 
and face that "Bill" involuntarily; shranklto the door, while ~~e 
angered Charles, none the less impressed with the-advisability 01: 
departing, threw down the book with a slap on the table, re-
quested his sister, with great feeling, to go to blazes; and es~p­
ed with his companion. A moment later she w<1-S restorecf to 
composure by the sublimity of her theme. She wrote: , ... . 
"True nobility is a life consecrated to the w~~l of <?tq~rs. 
There can come no true nobility withOut· this consecratlon.-
And that, to be effective, must ·lean upon a: higlier power thalf' 
aught. of this eaith. ,-God must be in it to make it a' power. 
Without His help it is impossible to overcome self. Set tQe m¥lc 
as high as we may, human weakness will I?rev~nt ~ts att~i.nm~~t. 
'Only in Him and through Him can we rIse to thiS nobility. , . 
Hereupon, finding that it was getting late, Miss Woodby .put 
up her writing and retired to bed. . ' 
Immediately after eating her 'breakfast the next morning she 
hurried to her room and began again. lIer mother told her she 
would want her 'lielp in clearing off the breakfast table, but she 
felt she could not spare the time, and took advantage of her pa-
rent's absence from the table to get away. She wrote: 
"But we 'ourselves must strive. He will not make this better 
life for us, but ~f we are determined to reach it He ' will help us. -
The secret of success is care for little things, the attending con-
scientiously to the performance of the smallest dut ies. That du-
ty which comes first, . whatever it may be. is, the one to be per-
formed. That claIm which is first presented upon us is the one 
to honor,." . 
At this point in the essay the door opened and her brother;pre-
sen ted himself. He had not forgotten the episode of the night 
before. He surlily observed: ' . 
"Ma wants you to com~ my hair and tie my·bow, ,so' 1 can get 
read y for sch\?ol." ' 
"It ain't time for you to go to school yet, in an hour, and 'you 
know it," she impatiently J:eplied. -
"'Well, don't I want to go out into the streets ?".he demanded. 
"You don't s'pose. l'm going to stay:in the house all the ti~e ?;. 
. "I don't care w~ere you stay ~r what you do. i am not going 
to leave my work to bother ''Wlth )'01.\, !\D<\ if YOI1 .want to '. g ' 
" 
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;1way to play, you can go as you are, or stay indoors till'! get 
ready to attend to you." 
"I won't stay in." 
"Then let Ma comb your hair. I'll comb it with a chair if 
. 'you don't get out of my sight. You are enough to drive a saint 
mad." 
Whether this encomium to his qualities is all he desired, is not 
known: but he left, and he repeated to his mother the result of 
his errand, and pestered ner until she dropped her work and 
. made-him:ready for the street. . 
"I ~ish-your sister's essay was in the fire," she was driven to 
·say. 
· Before Miss Woodby could commence again a fellow pupil call-
ed and the time till school was taken up in conversation upon 
the graduation toilets. 
In the afternoon she got down to work at the sitting room 
window. , . 
''Looking afar off to the accomplishm~nt of some grea~ ser-
vice while little, helpful things at our hand are left undone, IS not 
the way to seek great nobility. Every da y should be set apart to 
duty. . It should be entered upon with a firm determination to 
slight nothing, to avail ourselves of every thing that will tend to 
make ' those about us happier and better. Thus determined, 
and with 'an unbroken reliance on Providence, success must 
come." 
A 'sudden movement in the yard beneath the window .attract-
ed her attention. She loo~ed out and beheld her brother and 
two other boys playing on the grass. A dark frown settled on 
her face. 
"C~arles !" she cried, "go away from' here with your noise." 
"Go away?" he repeated . "What are we doing. to you ?" . 
"You disturb me in my writ in g.- 'Go on 'the other side of the 
house." 
"But the sun is there." 
• "I don't care if it is; it won't hurt you." 
"Why don't you go somew~~re else to write?" he saucily in-
quired. 
:"Don't you be impudent to me young man, or I'll come out 
there and pull your ears for you. Go away at once, I tell you." 
~'Come on boys," he suddenly cried, jumping up, "let's go 
~ . away from the cross old stick. We don't ask any odds of her." 
, And they trooped off. 
Miss Woodby could almost have cried at .the ungracious 
speech, she was so vexed. 
".The selfish imp," she whispered to her wounded heart, re-
ferring to her rude ·brother. 
. Then she resumed her place· at the writing and continued: 
. "Is it not worth the battle? Is it not a triumph which shall 
bring ourselves into subjection to the better impulses of our na-
ture and bring sunshine into the lives of those with whom we 
com'e in contact, something to be proud of and rejoice over? 
. How debasing is the selfish life in comparison to this: How in-
.significent and unworthy appear the things of th~ world in con-
ti'ast to the glory of a .pure, unselfish, generous hfe. How can 
· one content ·himself to live only for the advancement of self? 
To grovel in the dust rather than to mount to the clouds? Dear 
,friend, would you be happy, woultl you be honore~ by oth~rs, 
"., <,' would you be lifted Godward? Then commence to-nIght seekmg 
. . the welfare' of others rather than yourself and thus reach True 
· Nobility." 
- ., . Everybody at the exercises was pleased :vith tl)e essay? and 
'many a young man of noble .impulse .1ook~d upon the faIT . au-
thoress.and wished in the very depths of hl~ heart that he might 
have such a one for a life cOIl!pani~n. M~ Woodby is going into 
the country with a fellow pupil next week to spend the heated 
term beneath the cool trees and by the side of the running 
brooks. Her mother will often be cheered amid her family cares 
by breezy letters, without doubt.-Dal1bury News. 
CHARA. 
PROF. T. H. McBRIDE, Iowa University. 
"Full many a Bower is born to blush unseen:-
THERE grows in the quiet waters of some clear ponds near Iowa City one of the queerest of little plants. This plant 
is very lowly in all its ways, and throughout its whole life never , 
throws stem or leaves up toward the sky, nor flares in color, nor 
flings out one single gay banner after the manner of its royal 
kindred on hillside or in valley, or on the margin of the very 
pool in which it dwells. The passer-by, if he saw the plant at . 
all, would call it a weed, and might call it a very homely one at 
that· not exactly a "root out of dry ground," but'at least with-
.out ~ny special "form or comeliness." As has been intimated, 
our plant is very low in rank, away down below the ' mosses, 
neighbor to the Algae; not,quite brave enough to push o,ut over 
moist rocks and logs and be a moss, and yet· considerably above 
the long, silky threads of Alga floating in water abou! it. But 
for all this, in its way, this plant is just as ·beautiful a?d wonder-
ful as any plant that grows and has a place in the literature of 
the last twenty years, whi~h yields not in point of inte:est .to 
the orchids or the roses, the cedars of Lebanon or Cahforma. 
Hardly is a lecture given before learned society without refere~ce 
to it; hardly can natural history be taught in our colleges ,wlth-
·out its aid; hardly does a man keep pace with the world who 
knows nothing about it. Its name is Chara, : ' 
Beauty is often associated with simpli( ity, and certainly C~ara 
is simple enol1gh, in outward form at least, to be very beautIful. 
But let us look at the plant more closely. Here · is what passes 
for stem, made up of a succession of nodes or joints. At the 
end of each nolie appears a whorl of branches and secondary 
branches-branches or leaves, we hardly known which, for they 
contain chlorophyll, like leaves; and yet they are made 'up 'of 
nodes like the stem; moreover, . round and round the stem in 
ascending spiral coils go bands of cells filled with grains of 
chlorophyll, so that ·perhaps we might consider the whole plant 
as leaf. For convenien~e, however, we may call the outer. row 
of each whorl, leaves, and the inner, branches, and for this time 
we will confine our attention to the leaveS' only. We may soon 
discover that these are covered all along with little round bodies 
whkh, to say the least, would suggest fruit. Tiny spheres, they 
are in pairs side by side, svmetimes with a ·bractlet or leaflet in-
. tervening, one of each pair orange and the other green, and for 
distinction we may call the orange bodies globules, and the green ' 
ones nucules. And now we have gone as far as it is possible for 
us to go with the unaided eye, for these little spheres are just vis-
ible, mere specks, from 1 ' 25 to I-50 of an inch in diameter. Let 
us gently break on the stage of our microscope one of the glob-
ules. How we used to 'wpnder in the days gone by at the con~ 
tents of the mountain which yielded its wealth to the potent se-
sa!De, but who with even a diviner's powers could have guessed 
the contents of that little orange ball? First we have eight little 
plates of elaborate construction forming the shell and called the 
shields. From the center of each shield towards the center of 
the ball projects a, handle which, to please our classical friends, 
we shall manubrium. At the .inner end of the manubrium we 
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find a large round cell, and clustered upon the surface of this, 
six smaller cells, each of which again bears on its surface four 
quite long and slender filaments, which in plain Saxon we may 
call whips. Now, each of these little whips consists of a row of 
disc-like cells like so many flat beads on a string, one hundred 
and fifty in a row, and in each tiny cell there lies coiled up a 
dainty thread, thicker at one end, and prolonged at the . other 
into two most delicate lashes. Nor is this all. When at last the 
little globule is completely ripe the shields separate, the "handles" 
leave the shields, the cells are loosened from the handles, the 
whips become detached, every little cell breaks open, out pop 
the tiny, curling threads, and thirty thousand of them go writh-
ing and ..yhirling in every direction through the water. 
ten .. Y?U n~ver weary of looking, and feel almost like bending 
low to lIsten If perchance some tiny tinkling from those subtle 
waves may fall upon your ear like the distant echoes from a far 
off shore. But you wait and listen in vain. . It is the silence of 
that infinity that lies all abo;]t, us just beyond the limits of our 
mcrtal sense. ' , 
When nature leaves us thus in silence our minds perchance re-
vert to the old prophet on the mountain side, and we remember 
that the voice that reached his soul was not in -storm, nor earth- . 
quake, nor fire, but was a voice small and still. 
Meantime the nucule has been ripening too, and has formed a 
perfec,t trap for some of these active little swimmers, and the up-
shot of all is; that by and by the nucule becomes a little black 
,oospore, or seed, and falls to the bottom to make a 'new Chara 
'as soon as circumstances will allow. 
, But Chara has s')mething stranger still to show us.' Take one 
of the newest, smallest of the leaves and place it under your lens. 
Through the thin cell wall there breaks upon our sight in un sus-
-pected beauty a flowing stream; a very river it seems as it rushes 
on and on, wave after wave, up from the depths below, across the 
·field of vision and down again, over and over, or else round and 
round in ceaseless rotation. Now the current catches in its 
course this little particle, now that, hurling each along. now up, 
now down, now over, now under, without weariness', without 
-hindrance, hour after hour before .us. The current of life sweeps 
beneath our glasses, and here is that wonderful substance men 
call protoplasm, the "physical basis of life," present in every liv-
ing cell, the SaJIle in the lowest as in the highest from the monad 
up to man, the common bond in the kingdom of earthly life. 
The brook that "goes on forever" is as nothing tO 'it, for here 
this stream has come flowing clown to us through ages which are 
to us as eternity, and will flow on as long as lif~ endures on earth. 
Surely, now we have this wondrous thing'before us, we shall un" 
derstand its mystery, 'we shall know its secret strength, so long 
has it baffled our human inquiry. We open the cell to make mi--
nuter inspection, but; in an instant, the charm is broken the ,~ystic river forgets to flow, the tiny particles settle into unbrok-
en peace, the "power incensed" has glided away unperceived, 
from before our eye from the very touch of our instruments. 
"The parent fountains sink away 
And close their crystal veins, 
And where the glittering current flowed 
The dust alone remains." 
You may explain; you may say it is the, result of chemical ac-
tion, and doubtless .chemical forces are working there. But is . 
that an explanation? Does chemical action renew itself? Chem-
ical ,action is one thing, but chemical ' action perpetuated and 
controlled by life is quite another. Dr. Allman, in his recent 
address before the, British Association, says; "Life is,the proper-
ty of protoplasm. * * When, however, we say life is a prop-
erty of protoplasm,we assert as much as we are justified in doing. 
Herew:e stand on the boundary between life ill its proper con-
ceptio,n as a group of phenomena having irritability as their com~ 
mOD bond, and' that other and higher group C?f phenomena which 
- we designate as consciousness or thought. * * " 
~ . In presence of this ever_flowing stream, yo~r.Brownian move-
ments, your chemical ~J.Oions, and even the delicate shootin9 and 
branching of crystals before the electric current· are all forgbt~ 
-Littell's Living Age for I880. The fact that this standard 
weekly magazine has had a successful career of over thirty:five ' 
years against much compe.tition, is proof sufficient that it meets 
an undoubted want of the public. It furnishes what is essential 
to American readers in a great and indispensable current 'litera-
ture-a literature which embraces more and more every year the 
work of the ablest thinkers and write~s of the day. It enables 
the reader, at a trifling expense, considering the quantity and 
q11alitj of the reading furnished, to keep pace with the best. 
thought and literary work of our time; and its great convenience 
to every intelligent person or family can therefore hardly be· • 
over-rated. The extra offer to new subscribers for 1880 and 
the reduced clubbing r;tes, are worthy of note in. the' pros-' 
pectus published in another colum.n. The magazine is well worth 
the attention of those who are selecting their reading for the 
new year. As the multitude of periodicals increases more and 
more beyond the means and leisure of readers, the value of suc~ 
a comprehensive one as this becomes more and more apparent. 
FAITH IN FAIRYLAND. 
How long '!lust you believe in Fairylan4 1 
l"orever, child. You must not bear to doult 
That one true country sweeter than this honey, 
Where little people surely,go aJ?out 
And bQY,and sell with grains of golden sand, 
Which they, indeed, the foolish things, call money.! 
, Believe, while out of broken bits of dew, 
For window· panes, something you cannot see-
Something, tha~ ,never was a bird-is peeping, 
And whlspenng what you cannot hear to you, 
Shy as'a shadow, where some good old tree, 
Close by, its friendly watch ~nd ward is keeping. 
Who.have believe4 in it? Why, aU the men 
In aU the world-and aU the women, too. 
Because it is so pleasant to believe in : 
There are so many pretty things to do, 
Such light to laugh and dance in; yes and then 
Such lonesome, rainy woods foJ' one to grieve in. 
Beheve in it? Until he ~ailed from Spain 
Columbus did. (But keep it out of sight). 
, Yes, he found Fairyiand, and found it surely;, 
(And landeq there as one who had a right) 
But 'reached his pand for it, and caught 'a chain 
Which in his coffin he can keep securely. ' 
Then captains have believed in it and gone 
With s,words and soldiers there to fight for it 
And tom their plumes and spoiled their scarIet'sashes. 
But mended matters for us scarce a whit. 
• • Why Cinderella her glass slippers on, , 
Goes there-yes, now-from kitchen smoke and asl?:es I 
Did I believe in Fairyland'? I do! 
The young believe in it less than the old. 
As eyes grow blind and heads grow white and whiter 
(The fiea~s"that dreamed a\>out it in their gold). ' 
We change I~ name to Heaven. That makes it true, 
And 1111 the Iight" of a!l the stars grows brighter. ' 
-Mrs. S, M. B., Diatt. . . 
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STATE NEWS. 
ILLINOIS.- The next session of the Kankakee County TeacherS' Associa. 
tion will be held at the Supervisors' Room, in theCourt House in Kankakee, 
Saturday, Dec. 20, 1879. Henry C. Paddock, Pres. 
. Prof. S. S. Hamill, elocutionist, i.; at Morris, giving lessons to the students 
of the normal school. All but five, cjf the'300 pupils, joined his classes the 
first day. . 
A. P. Leml"Clon, formerly .of Vandalia, is teaching with W. S. Ramey at 
Illiopolis. We have favorable reports of the schools of that place. . 
" - • Danville papers contain favorahle notices of the work of R. L. Barton at 
Rossville. 
At Anna, J. H. Sanborn is principal, assisted by five teachers; . Cobden, 
. James England, five teachers; Jonesboro, Prof. Warder, four teachers; Don· 
gola, Prof. Dean, three teache! •. We are j[lad to hear good news from Union 
• Co11;!lty. • 
. '. This department acknowledges the receipt of grade work, school regula-
tions, etc., from L. T. Regan, R. McKay, C. L. Howard and S. V. Gillan, 
principals respectively at Morri.s, Washington, Shelhyvi11e, and Galena. We 
bail these docu,,!ents as evidence that . their enterprising authors are doing 
somethinj[ toward organizing more systematic work in their respective places. 
• Lexington, McLean Co., employs as Mr. RoweWs assistants Mr. J. D. 
Wright and Misses Anna Poor, Berdie Poor,AnnaBolles, Sarah Bartholomew, 
and Eva Root. None of them are inexPerienced teachers. 
At the Normal University literary contest this year it will be settled whether 
Grant should be the next preSident. 
. The Woodstock Stntintl mentions the prosperity ofthe schools at Harvard, 
McHenry Co. 
.' Yates City, at a Thanksgiving festival, cleared forty-eight dollars, to be ap· 
p~priated to the school library. 
The Illinois Central and the I. B. & W. have given notice that teachers 
wishing reduced rates over them to the State Teachers' Association must get 
round trip tickets after having written in advance for memhershlp certincates. 
It will be interesting for the executive committee t9 try to get reduced rates 
back for' the number who will pay full fart thither without noticing this an. 
nouncement. 
Prof. Miller ~f Chenoa assisted by teachers and pupils raised quite a fund 
for a 5$001 library by their Thanksgiving dinner and supper. 
Supt. Everett of Rock Island is arranginj[ a course of lectures for the 
benefit of the city High School. David Swing is first ou the program. 
Bureau Couuty is stirring up new interest in local institutes. At LaMoille 
on the 22 of Nov. exercises were given by Messrs. Leslie, Mercer, Robiuson, 
and Stocks ahd Miss Mary Edwards. The institute adjourned to meet again 
in two weeks. • . 
·Supt. Harrington is endeavoring to mature plans for the erection of a per-
manent building on the fair grounds for the educational exhihit. 
The editor of this department had the pleasure of attending . the Knox, 
County Teachers' Association at Galesburg Nov. 28 &!ld 29. The exerc ~ses 
oPened with a stirring address by Dr. Bateman. The program ,was closely 
followed and all the exerciies were of interesting character and practical use. 
F. R. Jellilf gave the results of t)Vo years' study of th~ 'coal ~easures of Knox 
Co. HIS P."pc;r should be given to the people through the local press. R. 
A. Edwards stirred a tired audieuce at .the c~ose of the first day with an ex-
~cell.ent paper, effectively read, on the life and works of Oliver Goldsmith. In 
the evening a large audience listened attentively to papers by J: M. Crow and 
State Supt. Slade. After a presentation of the subject by J. McClenahan the 
meeting put twenty dollars and m~ny books in ch~rge of a comm,ittee to found 
a teachers' library. Very interestiDl[ exercises) n primary teachings were giv-
en hy Misses Lucia Pettee and M~ry A. E. Grimes. W. L. Steele presented 
a valuable paper on written examinahon;. Miss W ~st and Mr. Andrew; pre· 
sented reports on Natural History work at the county fair. 
Knox county shows wonderful advancem:nt in the study of Natural HlSto· 
ry . . The Teachers' A.sociation this yeu expended one hundred and ten dol-
lars in improving its buildings on the fair ground and still has a nice little b1i-
ance·in the treasury. J. McClenahan is president lor the ensuing year. 
Clay Co. Teachers' Association met at Louisville, Nov. 23. Th .. exercises' 
seem to have been interesting and profitable and Supt. Smith is doubtless do· 
ing good work in his county. 
Carroll Co. Teachers' Association met at ' Lanark on the 29th of Nov. A 
vari ed program waS presented. 
The refractory pupils of Atlanta.,Logan Co., high school did not succeed in 
procuring the dismissal of the 'assistant teacher Mr. Davis. The board did 
wisely in not allowing such a set of folks to run the schoo!. 
We have received the wedding c1fd;of John T. B)wles and Miss Clara A. 
Webster, of Naples. TIl. They have the congratulations and best wishes of 
the WEEKLY. 
. Bishop Samuel Fallows will address the teachers of C )ok county at Bryant 
. & Stratton Hall, Chicago, next Saturday, Dec. 13, on the Necessity of En. 
thusiasm in the Teacher All should hear him. 
Mr. L. S. Kilborn has taken charge of an educational column in the Clarll 
C;ounty H,rald, and Mr. J. F. Fix does a similar service for the Mmmgff. 
Mr. J<ilborn is principal at Marshall. He was last year at Wheaton. 
Make 'your plans to go to Bloomington. Everybody is going! Expenses 
are going to be very low. The WEEKLY wants to meet you there. Put an 
extra. two dollars in your pocket. Last year every member of the . Associa· 
tion subscribed for the WEEKLY. Don't youforgtt it. 
Hig"'and.-Arthur Oehler writes :_"For the celebration of the afternoon 
of Thanksgiving day, Prof. Theo .. Adelmann, principal of the Highland pub· 
Iic ~chools, with the cooperation of his assistants had arranged an entertain-
ment at"the Turners' hall, consisting 01 an appropriate opening address liy 
Rev. S: Vulliet, Pres. of th~ Board of Education, singing, essays, dec\aina, 
tions, select readings and recitations by the pupils, as also two excellent and 
interesting addresses, one in English by I. H. Brown of the Edwardsville pub· 
lie schools-the other in German by F. J. Bergener of the Marine schools. In 
the evening, after several well executed pieces 01 music by the Philharmonic 
society, Prof.!' H. Brown lectured on "Popular Education," to a crowded 
house. His thoughtful and earneot remark> were well chosen and to the 
point-the practical and experienced educator shiuing right out of them . 
Edwardsville is to be congratulated. Happy indeed the community in which 
an educator of the integrity and character of Prof. Brown labors!" 
" IowA.-President Kephart, of Western College, lectured at Clarence last 
week on the "Lost Arts." 
Prof. Fish, of the Northwestern University at Evanston lectured in Mt. 
Vernon last Saturday evening His subject was "What Constitutes a Practi-
cal Education?" -
Prof. C. K. Adams, of Ann Arbor, will deliver a course of five lect)lres on 
the History and Institutions of Germany, at Mt. Vernon, in January. 
The family of Prof. Hugh .Boyd of Cornell College, are deeply amicted in 
the death of a bright little son. 
¥iss McCalla, of Fairfield, is the new teacher in the Washington Acidemy. 
The enrollment of the Academy will reach 1 So this term. 
Mr. Frank Booth, of Anamosa, and a member of the Agricultural College 
class of '77, has heen appointed tutor in the Deaf and Dumb Asylum at Coun-
cil Bluffs. L 
An exchange speaks highly of the Marengo high school now under the able 
management of Mr. R. S. Bingham. . 
, R'evs. Dr. Thomas and Prof. Swing, of Chicago, have been engaged to lec· 
ture at Mt. Pleasant for the high school lecture co.urse. 
Miss Belle Hanna, of 'the Cedar Falls public schools, has resigned her p0-
sition. She goes to Mt. Vernon to fill a place in the Cornell College faculty. 
The' county Superintendents' Association will meet, per order of the p~esi-
dent, at Independence, Dec. 29. , . . 
Prin. Kretschmer, of Dubuque, will not be present at the Association. Tht; 
paper ~igned to him will be read by Supt. D. W . Lewis, of Washington. 
. This item we clip from an exchange : "State Su~. von Ccelln' is whooping 
up the county superintendents who are behind irl their reports, and is dun'ning 
them every day-at their expense-by telegraph." . 
, Supt Lew,is sends us the. report o~ the p~blic schoo~ 'of Washington for the 
term of S2 days en!1ing Nov. 28 . • The enrollment was 6S I; the average at. , 
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tendaiice, 577.9; days of absence, 765%; cases of tardiness, 20; pe~ cent of , 
attendance, 97 4; per cent of punctuality, 99.9; number neither absent nor 
tardy 314- This fine showing speaks well for the Wasliington schools and 
, the~, judicious management of one of Iowa'. noblest men and grandest 
limited to ten minuteS. 'Fhey are expected to come before tll~ Association 
witllout manuscript. The Committee aim to make the discussion indeed 
gel)eral. 'Fhe Music will be under the dir~ction of Prof. George B. Loomis, 
'Superilltendent Music, Indianapolis Sclloob. 
educators. 
,Supt. vou Crelln iu his report no":" in press says_: .. . . 
"Another very serious drawback IS the tendency to diVIde an~ subdIVIde 
..&he district until many of our schools are so small that they lack lDterest and 
have"not the financial ability to pay'living salaries. The minimum \lumber 
of pe'rsons of school age required to establish a subdistrict or to build a school· 
house should be changed for all our older counties from fifteen to twenty-five 
or trurt,. In our new counties this number is, perhaps, large enough." 
During the present year (1879) State Supt. von Crelln has held eight county 
~uperintendents' conventions, visited forty· four institutes, and traveled for ed-
ucational purposes 10,961 miles. 
Capt. Chester, of the Un,iversity, was born and educated in .Aberdeen, 
Scotland. He came to America when he was six!een years old, and two years 
afterwards in 1854. he enlisted in the U. S. army as a private soldier. Since 
that time or for twenty-five years he bas been connected with the army. He 
_ .... promoted to a lirst lieutenancy of artillery for gallantry in the Gettysburg 
campaign, and in 1864 was breveted captain for "meritorious servjce." Jan. 
I, 1877, he was detailed for service as professor of Military Science in the 
Iowa State University for three years. His present salary is 12,100 per year. 
He gets' no pay from the University. Capt. Chester is ,universally liked by 
atudents, professors and citizens of Iowa city. He is a gentleman of fine cul-
ture, scholarship and varied information. ~he Board of Regents will endeavor 
to secure permission from the War Department for him to remain in his pres-
ent position, where his,work is so beneficial and so well received by all con-
c:emed. The many friends of the University trust that the rule of the Depart-
ment may be waved in this case and that Capt. C. may remam with os. 
INDIANA.-The 25th Annual Meeting of the Indiana, State Teachers' As· 
s ociation will be held in Masonic Hall, Indianapolis, December 29, 30, and 
31, 1879· . D IL ,- ,. M' O· Pra NtmtIa)' EVnl."I', u. 29, 772 0 c,OC,.. I USIC. 2 peDlng yer • 
. 3. Address of W elcome-Ex.Gov., 'Fhomas A. Hendricks. 4. Response by 
the retinng President. J. M. Bloss, Superintendent, Cil:f Schools, Evansville. 
5. Inauprai Address by the Presi~ent elect, J. T •. M~rrill, Superintepdent 
Gity Schools, Lafayette. 6 AppolDtment of Committees, and Miscellaneous 
Business. 
Trust/a)' Motwi"l', Dec. 3ot4. 9:00 ~ m. I Opening Exercises. 2 Pa-
per_Thorongliness in School Work, by Warren Darst, Associate Principal 
Central Indiana Normal School. l,adoga. 3 Discussions of Paper opened 
by D. W. Thomas, Superintendent Gity schools, Wabash, and Rev. W. R. 
_ Halatead, President l!>eP,uw Female College. New Mobany. Recesl.-IO:4,O. 
4 Paper-Teaching as a Profession, by Mrs. Emma ,Mont. McRae, Princi-
pal High School, Muncie. 5 Discussion of Theme opened by Miss Belle 
Fleming, of Yincennes HIgh School. _ 6 MIScellaneous ~usiness. 
l' IU!sda), APerlUlO",-2:00. I , MUSIc. 2 Paper-"Sclence in, ElemeD!arY 
Schools," S. E. Miller, Superinten~entCity Schools, Mi.chi~ City. 3 Dis-
cnssion: 11.eaders-Prof. John C. Ridpath, of Asbury Umverslty, Greencastle, 
and M. Seiler, Superintendent Knightstown Schools. Reeess.-3:20. 4 Pa-
per-Woman's Place in oor Scliool Work, Miss Alice E. Brown. 'Feacher of 
Mathematics in Lafayette -High School. 5 Discussion of Paper by Mrs. 
Lizzie S. Byers, of Terre Haute Hieh School, ,and J. H. Madden, Superin-
tendent Bedford Schools. 6 Appoinbnent of Committee on Nomination of 
OfIicers. 
T.rust/a)' EflmiMg, 7 ~ 0' docR. 1 Music. Miscellaneous Business. 2 Lec-
tore-"An Evening in Wonderland; or the Yellowstone National Park," D-
lastrated, by the Calcium Light Stereopticon, Prof. William I. Marshall, Fitch-
-borg, Mass. ' • 
Wet/lUst/a)' Monti",., Du. 31/1.--9:00. 1 Opening Exercises. 2 ,De-
fects in oor State School System. A. D. Mohler, Supt: Lagrange Schools. 3 
Disc:oasion opel\ed by A. C. Goodwin, ~upt. Clark County, and, R. I. Ham: 
ilion Snpt. Madison County. RUU~-IO:30. 4- Paper-"Elements of Suc. 
cess in Mental Training," by Mrs. M. M. L!ndley, Principal Female High 
School New Albany. 5 Discussion of Paper opened by Miss N. Cropley, 
Snperurtendent Primary Instruction, Indianapolis Schools, and Prof. J. M. 
CoUlter of WabaSh College. 6 Poem-"Let there be Light'!--written for 
the ~on by J, R. Weathers, Principal First Ward Schoo1, New Al~y. 
WetilUsti4), Aftertt6011.-2:oo. 1 Music. 2 Election o.f ,!fticers. .3 Pa-
per_Optional Studies in Public Schools. J. B. Roberts, Principal In~la~ap­
olis High School. .. Discuasion: _ Leadero-Dr. Gee. A. €~ase,- Principal 
Female H!gD School, Looisvi11e, Ky., and W. F. Fry, 'Supennten~e!'t CI,ty 
Schools Crawfordsville. Rum.-3:20. 5 Address-Moral TtainlDg , ln 
Schools: by Lemuel Moss, D. D:, President Indiana State ,l:Tniversity. :Qloom--
'ngtC'11 6 Memorial Address on the late Prof. Caleb Mills, by Dr. Joseph F. ~ttle, President Wabash COliege. 7 ~e!\oluti~ns an.d RemarJcii, by 
Members of tlie Association. 8 Rep0l1!' of CommIttees. MIscellaneous 
. ~~ . ~ 
Th l-·I:M- Papers will be short and ample time will be given lor a full e .......-s ' . will be 
cliac:aAion of each subject. Gentlemen who lead in the disl!USSlona 
The next meeting of t~e Indiana College A!lSociation will take place in 
Indianapolis"on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 26 and 27. The s~ions Will De 
held in the First Baptist <Church, come~ o£ Pennsylvania and New York 
stretts, and will begin' at one 1:30 P. H. on Friday. The association is in ex-
cellent condition, and a meeting of great interest is anticipated. Nearly all 
the colleges in the' state are embraced in the organization. The extraordinary 
success of last winter's meeting gives assurance of stU.! better things to come. 
The program presented for the ensuing session is as follows 1 
Frit/ay AfternDon, Du. 26. I:30.-American College Degrees-W. T. 
Scott, D. D., president of Franklin College. Discussion of subject hy JiI.. R. 
Benton, LL. D" profcssor of menial and moral science, Butler University, and 
Alexander Martin, Lb. -D., president of Asbury University. 2:45.-Compar-
ative Playfulness-Joseph Moore, president of Earlham €allege. Discussion 
of subject by J. M. COulter, 'A. M., professor of natural science, of Wabash 
<;:allege, and Phillip S. Baker, A. M., M. D., professor of natural science, 
Asbu~ University. 7:45.-President's Address-Lemuel Mo~, D. D., pres-
ident of. Indiana l!Jniversity. Appoinbnent of committees and transaction of 
irregular business. 
-Saturt/ay Morning, Der.. 27. 9:00.-Differentiation in Higher Education. 
-E. E. White, LL. D., president of Purdue University. DiscusssioD.of 1I¥b-
ject by Joseph F, Tuttle, D. D., president of Wabash €allege, and D. W_' 
Fisher, D. D., president of Hanover €allege. IO:30.-Reports of commit-
tees and election of officers fo~ the ensuing year. All friends or higher ed~. 
cation in the state are cordidly invited to' be present at the sessions of the-
,body. ' 
Special Railroat/ Rates.-The J. ,M. & I. R. R., including the Cambridge 
and Madison branches; the Indianapolis and at. Lonis; and the St. Louis, 
T. H. &. I., (Vandalia line,) will sell tickets at full fare going anli return 
Free, on presentation of Certificate signed by the Secretary ot the Associa-
tion. The Ipdianapolis, Cincinnati aDd , Lafayette; the Indianapolis, Pern 
and Chieago; the Pittsburg, Cincinnati and, St. ]!.ouis (Pan Handle,); a~d the 
Indianapolis and Viilcennes Railroads, will sell excursion tickets at ope and 
one·fifth (It) fare, or about 4 cents per mile. 11each~ living on these lines, 
to' get the benefit of the reduced' rates, should procure Certificates of J. lot. 
Olcott, In4ianapolis; and purchase round· trip tickets, before starting. Inc:lose 
an addressed, stamped envelope in which to return the Certificates. 'the Ft. 
Wayne, Muncie and Cincinnati R. R., will lell ro!1Dd trip tick~ts at one full 
fare and 50 cents additional. Tlie €incinnatl, Hamilton, Qd Dayton; mU~d 
the C. e. <C. & I., will return memben of the Association at one cent per wille 
-Return Certificates obtained at the Association. The O. & M. R. R.l. •• :; 
sell excursion ,tickets to diverging points at I Ji fare, on presentation of 1,;erU. 
ficate. Certificatet obtained "f J. M. Olcott. Tlje Fort Wayne, Jacksop, and 
Saginaw Railroad, will sell round-trip tickets at 2 cents per mile each way. 
The Louisv.lle"New Albany and €hicago; alid the Evansville and Terre 
Haute RailwaYI, will sell round.trip tickets at one fare. ' 
Hotel l? ales:"': Members will be entertained at the fol\.owing rates : Grand 
Hotel, 12 per day,; Bates Hou~e 12; 9ccidental, 11.50; Reiny Honse, IJ·50;, 
erman House 11.50; Enterprise Hotel, II; Capital Honse, 11.00. , 
H. B. JACOBS, Chainnan-Ex. Com., New Albany. 
W1S00NSIN.-Rllcine and Kenosha counties are holding some joint teach-
ers' meetings on the county line. 
The increase in total enrollment in the La Crosse ~ool(is nnprecedei1lea 
and h!1S forced the estabiisbment-of • a new school. The succeSs of the pres. 
ent management is unqualified. 
M. T. Park, editor of the Walfllort4 County J"ntlepentlpU, speaks editorially 
in high terms of the condition of the Whitewater Normal Scnool. He praises 
the absence of arbitrary rules and the persistent effort to control throqh tlie 
development of "the something good in every one," wliich the President firmly 
believes exists. 
From Presid nt Merrell, 'Of Ripon College, w~o was in town last week,<we 
leam·th_at Prof. Gerry is not going to leave his pJace /uld the state at present. 
We are glad oC it. 'Flie promotion of able men' is alwa~ desirable, hut we 
haven't enoug~ of them to rejoice at their pI'omotion oul of tM slat" , '_ 
Prof. J . .13. Thayer, the "~nsfitpoter" from the northwest, made III ~ flying 
call the other day. He IS one of the men whom nei~er time nor teaching 
mathematics can sour, acidulate, nor indurate. His mirth is as perennial as 
summer sunshine, and his hope would ~erve as a sheet· anchor for half the 
teachers in ~~ stale. His greatest fault is that he keeps himself too much 
~looC Crom I,X>lttics: . A teacher should take an interest in public affairs. There' 
11 nothing !Ike politics to keep a schoolmaster from drying up. Tha er do 't 
neelect oor warning. ., • ill 
PrOfessor T. C. ehamber-lin. the State Geologist. has the third 
volume of the State Geological Survey nearly ready for distribution. It is of 
the same size as the second volume issued two years since. and contains ab 'ut 
800 pages. AccompanYing it are fourteen new maps. which will be added to 
the atlas published with the second volume. It treats principally of the €op. 
~r Ranie in the northwestern part of the state. and the lion Range in the 
~ortheastern part. It devotes considerable space to microscopic inve~tigation 
of specimens taken from these ranges and others in the Lake Superior region .• 
Erconomil: geOlogy occupies a portion of the work. It will be distributed in 
the same manner as was the other volumes. 
The following items are clipped' from the State '.Journal: "The income by 
tuition fees in the' normal schools of this state. last year. wa as follows : 
Platteville. '3;040.21; Whitew;ter. ,2,663.63; 03hkosh. $4,552.47; and 
River: Falls. '2.813.81. Total. $13.070.12. The interest on its fund .loaned 
w .... I68.097.92. The income of the State University last yeaD was $82.950.29. 
:Of this sum. '16.199.29 were realized from the Agricultural €ollege fund; 
- #4.700.00 from the sale of the Soldier's Orphan's Home; $4,811.58. Irem 
students' fees; '913.57. from miscell~neous sources; '15.015.52. from tbe 
_ interest of the University fund; and ;41.310.3° from the tax of one tenth of 
a mill per dollar on the assessed property o~ the state. The school fund of I 
the state was increased last year. by the sale of lands. $6.423.61 ; the Nor-
mal School fund. '9,098.06; the University f\lnd, $164.21; and the Agri-
cultural College fund,,6;049.83." , 
. The State Superintendent has appointed the following visiting com· 
lllittee to the State Normal School; for this year: To Platteville, Rev. 
E. D. Huntley, Appleton; Prof. R. B. Anderson, Madison; Supt. Wm. O' 
Jones, Mineral Point. To Whitewater, Prof. T •. C. Chamberlin, Beloit; Prdf. 
_ M. T. ' Park, Elkhprn; Supt. C. W.· Roby. L~ Crosse. To Oshkosh, Prof. 
H. C. Howland. Ean Claire; Prof. Geo. C Guernsey. Platteville; Supt. John 
.: r· F1&vin, Watertown. To River Falls, Prof. J . Q. Emery, Ft. Atkinson; 
• .Prof. A. G. North, PewaUkee; Supt. John S. Dore. Neillsville. . 
, . Pa.OGIlAK of the Wisconsin Teachers' Association, Executive Sessii:m, to be 
held at Madison, Dec. 29,30; 31, !879. The Association will meet each 
evening in Joint Session with the Academy of SpienceS, Arts, and Letters. 
Monday Evening, Dec."29. Address-Tlie Nature and Methods o~ Science, 
~th Thoughts. on Teaching Science, Rev. A. L. Chapin, D. D., Pres. Acad. 
Qf S. A., and L. Tuesday Morning, Dec. 30. 9:00• -Opening exercises. 
The Present Condition of the Schools of the State, Supt. W. -C. Whitford. 
the Possible Reading Class, Miss M. E. H azard. Report of Committee on 
Compulsoty ,~ucation, J. B. Thayer, T. Q. Emery, J. S. Dore. Report .pf 
Committee on ~elations of H igh Schools aud Colleges, O . .s. Westcott, I. N. 
Stewart. Report of Committee on Exhibitory Department, W. D .. Parker, J. 
H. Terry, F. W. Isham, Miss A. ;Hosford, D. McGregor-, A. J. Hutton, G. W. 
FOster. Diacnssions. 
Memng-'¥ OIumy aM City Superlntmdmts-Tuesday Afternoon. 7:30.-
The Arts of Engraving and Etching (Illustrated by examples of work .by the 
great masters), James MacAlister. General Business. Wed!1esd<LY Morning, 
I?ec. 31·9:00.-'rhe Limits of the Teacher's Authority, J. Burnham. Mathe-
matics: Its Scope and Place, W. D. Parker. Report of Committee on Kin-
. dergarten Teaching, W. H. Richardson, G. S. Albee, Miss S. A. Stewart. 
RepOrt of Co .. mittee on Agitation of Popular Edncation, D. McGregor, A. F. 
North, A. A. Miller. keport of Committee on Co~e of Study for Uniraded 
schools, W. C. Whitford, Rob't Graham, J. S. Dore, T. F. Frawley, ' Miss 
B~ M. Clapp. Discussion and Gener.u BllSiness. 
Wednesday afternoon, 2 o'clock. 
Principals' SectWn~A. R. Sprague, Black River Falls, Secretary. '1. Q. 
Em,ery, Ft. Atkinson, President. Should the High School be Organized as 
Supplementary to the Common School, or as PreparatollY to the Univeraity 
or College? R. W. Burton. Biscussion, Discu~sion on !lie Marking System, 
A. HArdy, S. Shaw, W. G. Clough, W. H. Beach. ,Some Needed 'Reforms , 
in Graded Schools, E. BartO\l Wood. Disyussion. Report of Committee on 
.'State Certificates, T. F. Frawley, A. J.llntton, I, N. Stewart. Miscellaneous 
BUSlIlCA' Reports of Committees; Election of Officers. W~dnesday Even· 
ing. ~ Edncation of the Deaf and D~mb' (Illustrated by classes), W. H. 
DeMotte, LL. D. General Bnsiness. 
HoUJ RGIu.-(By special . arrangements With the proprietors.) ' Vilas 
HOllIe, '1.50 per day. Park Hotel, ,z.oo'per day. 
'RailrNd RGIu.-The followin& nulroad$ will soil return tickets at one-fifth 
to ncb as have paid full fare in coming, on pNsentation of certificate 
endors~ by the 8«r~ry:. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul; Chi-. 
io~k:!1'qrtl~"I_ra; c::hJcaco,St, Paw &: Minneapolis i Chicago & Tomah; 
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St. Paul, Stillwater &: Taylor's Falls; MJwaukee, Lake Shore & Western; 
Green Bay <% Minnesota; Wisconsin Central; Mineral Point; Pine River 
Valley & Stevens' Point. To enable members to attend the meetings of the 
Superintendents, and the Principals' Asrociation, there will be no sessions of 
the' general Associ!Uion on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. The Execu. 
tive €ommittee will meet on Wednesday, at 5 P. M. W. H. Beach, Beloit, 
President; W. H. Chandler, Sun Prairie, Cluiirman Ex. Com.; F: W. Isham, 
Ell<horn, Secretary. 
MICHIGAN.-Prof. E. M. Wheeler, 'principal of the Union school at Mil 
ford, writes that the suit begun against him for punishing a pup~ was with-
drawn 'when the punished boy's father came to know all the facts lD the case. 
The public schools at Goopersville were closed last week owing to the prev-
aleuce of diphtheria in an epidemic form. 
A spirit of insubordination in the Niles high school has led to an investi-
gation by the board of eduClltion, and two prominent pupils have been bounced 
and a few others somewhat humbled. 
. Hereafter tbe state public school at Coldwater will not receive children over 
12 years of age. 
The Detroit Board of 'Education has appointed L. D. Teal, Henry W. 
Montrose, and Mr. Lathers teachers in the night school, and Prof. Natua 
teacher of Drawing in the public schools. The vote on the latter was pre-
ceded by a good deal of wrangling. A warm discussion. was also started by 
a resolution offeretl. in favor of the Walter Smith Syatem of Drawing, which 
was referred to next meeting. . 
The total enrollment of pupils in the Ludington city schools for the month 
of October was 681, of which number 89 were in the high school. 
Miss Sarab Brewster left Owosso last week fo~ Jacksonville, Florida, where 
she wtll engage in kindergarten teaching. She expects to sail from New,York 
next Saturday.. . 
Allegan county has 181 school districts and 186 school· houses. Eleven of 
the latter are made of brick, 4 of logs, and· 171 are frame buildings. Of the 
whole number of children of school age in the county. 2,71~ were not enrolled -
in scho~l dunng the past year. . 
The Van·Buren county Repu6/ical;' says that the school board of Lawrence 
'don't propose that 'a member of the board of health shall have scholan! sent 
home from school because there has been diphtheria in their fatnilles. They 
say the school can be closed nntil the place is free from· danger, if thete is any 
danger. . . 
The next meeting of the Livingston County Teachers' Association ~. be 
held at Brighton, commencing Friday evening, Dec. 19, and conUnlllDg 
through the next day. Mr. ;t.. B. Stewart of Brighton has charge of the ar-
rangements. This will be !\e first of a seri~s of four meetings of the assocIa-
tion contemplated during the winter. The others proposed will be held at 
Fowlerville, Pinckney, and Hartland. . 
Rev. M. V. Rork has been engaged as principal of the Athem: ' graded _ 
school. ' 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction has appointed the following boards 
of visitors to' the several chartered educational institutions of th~ state: Adrian 
College, Prof. J. C. Jones, East Saginaw, Edwin Hadley, Adrian,and Morgan 
Bates, Jackson; Albion College, W. L. Eaton, Kalamazoo; J. G. Plowman, 
White Pigeon, and C. S. frazer, Port Huron; Battle Creek College, Prof. Z. 
Truesde1, Pontiaci John Evans, Bellevne, an!! T. B. Skinner, Battle ,Creek ; 
Grand Traverse College, Geo. E. Steele, Elk Rapids, Fitch Phelps, Big 
Rapids, and A. V. McAlvay, Manistee; Hillsdale College, Prof. L. McLouth, 
Ypsilanti, Rev. E. W. Childs, Jonesville, and Geo. Robertson, Albion; Hope , 
College, ;Frof. Horace Phillips, GranclHaven, Rev. J. W. BeardJley, COn-
stantine, and H. S. Clapp, Sr. Joseph; Kalamazoo College, Prof. J. W,. E'Wing, 
I Ionia, Prof, G. J. Kollen, Holland, and Dr. J. Andrews, 'Paw Paw; ~Chi­
gan Military Academy, Gen. 0.1.. Spaulding, St. Johns, Col. W. H. Withing-
ton, Jackson, aud Prof. I. M. Wellington, Detroit; Oli'o[et College, W,J. Bax-
ter, Jonesville, Prof. E. A. Strong, Grand Rapids, and Rev. W. K. Spencer, 
Lansing. 
The Kalam.azoo Tekgrapl' says that nnder the direction of the Dew SUpl* 
intendent, Prof. Geo. E. Cochran, the schools of that place are doing well 'ad 
the attendance is incr-eUed. There has been but little if any chan&e in the 
conduct of schools and all goes on well. The tot!li enrollment for the mOllth 
ending Oct. 24. was 1.714. fOr the correspondjng month last year the num-
ber was r,645, an increase of~. The average daily attendance bas been 
1,587.5. 'Filere are in the schools some 5z pupils from outside the district, 
who-pay tuition to the amount of $403.30. The halldsome new school.house . 
in the nortllwest portion of the·diltrict will prob8bly be ready for the winter 
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tcrm and will relieve the other school rooms-n.ow be~ming somewhat 
crowded-materially. Mr. Cochran ~ys .that the mcrease m the number of 
pupils of late has been very large, and at the present rate the school seating 
of the district will soon be used up. 
The following places and days have been agreed on for the holding of 
fanners' institutes next winter, also the professors who are to take a prominent 
part in the discussions, provided that President Abbot can secure the services 
of Prof. Fraser to lecture on veterinary science: Rockford, Kent county. Jan. 
.13, 14; Profs. Beal, John Fraser, R. F . Kedzie. Big Rapids, Mecosta coun· 
ty, Jan. 15, 16; Profs. Beal. Fraser, R. F. Kedzie. Manchester, Wasbtenaw 
county,Jan. 19.20; Profs. Baird. Fraser, Abbot. F. Gully. Romeo: Macomb 
county, Jan. 22; 23; Profs. Baird, Fraser. Abbot. Buchanan, Berrien coun· 
ty Jan. 26, 27 ; Profs . Carpenter, Fraser. Cook, Cassidy. _Mason, Ingham 
c;unty, Jan. 28,29' ; Profs. Carpenter, Fraser, Cook, Gully •. Each institute .will 
. commence its ~essions on the evening of the fir~t day menlloned and contlOue 
through the second day and evening. 
we must elevate our prqfession, or it will be degr,\ded, and its usefulness 
seriously impaired. The program presents an intellectual feast. The local 
committee expect to offer free entertainment to ladies attending. The Mer-
chants'. Clarenden, and Windsor Hotels will receive members at $1.50 per day; 
the Metropolitan at $2. The St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad will sell tickets • 
to members at a uniform rate of three cents per mile. Persons coming over 
this road will receive certificates upon application to the Secr~tary at St. PaUl 
to be presented to local station agents, Please send at once, and as many as 
possible together. Other railroads will sell return tickets to members at one-
fifth their regular rates. Certificates of membership, securing this reductioh, 
will be issued by the Secretary. upon payment of dues. The local committec 
desire to receive notice from those' who propose to attend and wish entertain-
ment either' as hotels or in private families, The committee will not under-
take to provide for those who apply after Dec. 20. Send your names at once 
to C. S. Campbell, St. Paul, or to the Secretary. They will be in attendance 
at the Capital to assist strangers in getting located. 
. At the late meeting of the State Board of Agriculture. Mr. Samuel John-
son of Dowagiac was elected professor of agriculture at a salary of $1,800 per 
an;unl. The resignation' of Prof. George T. Fairchild as professor of Eng-
lish literature and librarian was accepted, with expressions of universal and 
sincere regret. Nothing w~ done towards filling the vacancy. President . 
Abb:>t expre,sed a wish to resign his executive position and r~sume the pro· 
fessorship of English literature, which he held on first coming to the college 
22 years ago; but the board omitted to consider the suggestion. The good 
order and high fame of the college, while more noted and wealthier institu-
tions arC under a cloud, make it important to keep the presidency exactly 
where it is. The salary of R. C. Carpenter, professor of matbematics and 
en ineering. has been raised from $1,500 to $I,800-the full standard of a 
pr!fessorship, He merits it most richly. Resolutions were passed, authoriz· 
ing the secretary to send a copy of the Michigan agric~ltural report of 1878 
by mail to the agricultural college of each state. , Vanous repaus were au-
tliprized on the conege building anq professors' houses. The degree of mas- . 
ter of scie~ce was conferred by the board on Frank J. Annis, class of '75 , now 
rofessor of chemistry in the College of Colorado, This is the last commence-~ent which will take place at the college in • 'bleak November." Next year 
there will be no class to graduate, owing to the loss of the old boarding ~an 
by fire in December, 1876, ~o freshman cla~s enter~d in 1877 for want of 
accommodations, and there Will be no graduatIOns untli August, 1881. 
MINNESOTA.-The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Minnesota ·Educational 
Association will be held in the Senate Chamber, at St. Paul, Monday, Tues· 
day, and Wednesday, Doc. 29, 30 , ~nd 31. 0 .,1 Monday e~ening, a lecture 
will be delivered by Charles N. HeWitt, M. D" ,Secretary, of the S'ate Board. 
of Health on A Study of some of the Causes of Physical Deterioratio,n in the 
School-te;ching and School-going population. Tuesdav morning President's 
Address. On Tuesday and, \Vednesday there will 'be papers and di~cussions 
on the following topics. at the pleasure of the Association: Public High 
Schools, Prof. E. J. Thompson, State University. Information 111. Culture, 
Pr:>f. D. L. Klehle, St. Cl,?ud Normal School. Qualifications and Examina-
. tions of Teachers, Supt. O. M. Lord, Minnesota City. Supervision of.Schools, , 
. Supt. B. M. Reynolds, Northfield. The Educational Outlook, Discussio'n, 
. opened by State Supt. D. Burt~ Examinations, and their place in Education, 
Pres. W. VI. Folwell, State University. The Old, 'the New, or Neither, Prin. 
S •. S. Taylor, Saint Paul. School Government, Supt. H. A. Pratt, Faribault. 
Lan~age Lessons, and the Study of Language, Miss E . C. Shanley, St. Paul, 
and Prof. D. C. John, Mankato Normal Scho~1. Resultants. Prin. E. G. 
Painc; Wasioja Seminary, Wasioja. Readi,nli!,-Elocution 111. S,ubject Matter, 
Discussion opened by Supt. Sanford Niles, Rochester.. A Paper, subject op, 
tional, Miss A. G. Glover, Red Wing. The best method of teaChing Hygi~ne 
in the Common SclJ.ools, Prof. L. B. Sperry, Culeton College. Natural H s' 
tory StU:dies for the Young, Prin. H . W. Slick, St. Paul. 
There will be a general discussion of the ' above topics, participated in by 
Prof;;. G" CampbeU.and J. Brooks, of the State University; Messrs , Wright 
and c,.mp\;>ell, of'St. Paul; Tousley, Knerr, and Woodman, of Minneapolis; 
Shepard and Morey, of Winona; Davis, of Rochester; Gorrie, of Stillwater : 
Hawley, of Wabasha; Gorman, of St. Cloud; Moore, of Lake City ,: Pres. 
Strong, ofCarletr.n 'College; and many others. ' The office.~s of , the Associa. 
tion hope. for the attendance and personal inlluence of a, largc number of 
teaChers and their friends. Let us make this meeting a grand success. Let 
-JlS ' organize: Let us make the A~ociation a power in the state' for the ac, 
,compllsJu!ient of· whatever is. wise at;d beneficent. The time has conie' wh!ln 
H. W. SLACK, Secretary. . O. WHITMAN, President. , 
OFFICIAL DEPARTMENT. 
ILLINOIS.-PUPILS OF THE PUBLIC' SCHOOLS; 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
. ... SPIlINGFIELD. Ill., Nov. 20, 1879.' 
Dr. Bateman, when superintendent of public instruction, laid down'with 
his usual clearness, m his " Common School Decisions," the law with regard 
to' the right of. persons to attend the public schools, so far ~ it depends upon 
thelt age <!nd residence, and upon the residence of their parents or guardians. 
H e also stated in the same connection the grounds for the exclusion of :cbil-
dren from school in certain cases. Inquiries with regard , to these 'point~ of 
the school law are made so freuqently that I have thought) t best to reprint D.; 
Bateman's decisions upon them in this form, for the guidance of school di- , 
rectors and ethers interested. I wish also at the same time to call attention 
to the law concerning the transfer of pupils from one district to another ' 
,, ). WHO ARE ELI';IDLE, Only those persons who are between the ages 
of six and twenty-one year. , and bona fid, residents of a school district 
hnve a legal rigbt to attend free, the schuols in said district. ' Such persons " 
can not be excluded, nor can they be charged any tuition fee. Other persons 
' may be admitted conditionaJly , but only those above mentioned can demand ' 
free admissic n as tbeir absolute legal right. Cbildren under six are excluded. 
Children of other districts, and persons over twenty one years of age m!'y be 
admitted, but only upon such terms and conditions as the law, and 'the direc-
tors. in the exercise of the discretion vested in them. may prescribe. The 
distinction between those who have a legal claim to be admitted free, and all 
others, must be kept distinctly in view. Under no circumstances can any of 
the latter class be received to- the exclusion of any of tbe former; nor can 
pupils over twenty one years of age in any case have the benefit of the public 
school fund. Such persons may be admitted when consistent with the rights 
of the legal school children of the district, as aforesaid, either with. or with' 
out a tuition fee, at th!! option of the directors. Should directors, without 
authority of law, first admit children under age, and afterwards co~clude ~o 
excl,ude them, they cannot compel the parents or guardians to pay tuition~ for 
the illegal attendance which they had tolerated. " _ -
"2. RESIDENCE. As a general rule, the residence of parents is the reSi-
dence of their cbildren. Boarding cbildren in a district does not, of itSelf, 
entitle them to the benefits of the free school in said district. The ' inere 
t,mporary residence of a family in a district. solely to enjoy the benefits ·of ; 
th'e free schools, and with the intention of. removal as soon as that purposc is 
accomplished, does not entitle the children to the privileges of said schools. ' 
The removal of a portion of a family from the legal domicil to another dis-
lrict, in order to send to the free schools thereof, does not confer tbe right to 
do so. As 3 general rule; the residence of tneir parents is the residence, of · 
employees; hence the privilege of the free school in another district is not 
acquired by placing children temporarily at service in that db trict. This in. 
eludes those .who are placed in families to attend scbool and do chore-work 
for their board, etc: The most 'liberal policy is. however, recommended to·, 
,ward this class of children. The state has as much interest, in thdr educa-
tion as in that of the more favored; and, although n,ot legally eligible to at· 
,tend free, the directors should permit them to do so when not inconsislent 
with the J ights of others and the ,welfare of the school. Children who havc ' 
been apprenticed. or adopted into a new family; or who have been placed 
pennanently in the care of others, with 1\0 intention of withdrawal; or tliosc 
over whom parents have relinquhhed all control from 'whatev~r cause; or 
th?se who 'have no parents or guardians, or whose parents or guardians live in 
another state or country, and exercise no control over their children; , or those 
who have no permanent abode, but go from place to place in searc,h of em. ' 
ployme?!, and wh"se only home is where tbey find work;-the children in. . 
c:luded 10 all the above classes are to be enume~ated in the district where tllc!y, .' , 
h:ve. ~ and are entitled to all the rights and benefits of the free schoels in said 
dlStrIC!. }loards of directors are aut1!orized to decide all: questi01lS of" rcsi, .. 
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dence in their respective districts. (8 Wend., 140. 23 Pick., 178. Slo,.,,'s 
ConJlictof Laws, en. 3·) (1 
"3. E XCLUSION FROM SCHOOL IN CERTAIN CASES. When the moral de· 
pravity of a child becomes so great that his example is dangerous to the purity 
of the school, or when his insubordination is so bold and incorrigible as to 
be fatal to the discipline of the school, duty to the other scholars demands his 
removal. He has no longer any right to remain, for no rights can attach to 
the in,:ividual, the exercise of which is incompatible with the equal rights 01 
others. ThIs principle has important applications. It justifies and requires 
the removal of a pupil from school, in certain cases, even-when no offense has 
been committed. It teaches clearly, that punishment for evil.doing is not the 
only ground upon which dismissal from school -'can be justified; that protec-
tion from evils which, though serious, imply no wrong in the parties concern· 
ed, is sometimes an equally valid ground for the temporary removal of a pupil 
from schoo!. _ Directors may and should exclude from school; for the time 
_ being, pupils infected with offensive or contagious disease~,-not for any fault 
or_ wrong on their part, but simply because their pre~ence under the circum· 
stances is incompatible with the safety and comfort of others. Their personal 
rights in the common school are for the time in abeyance-tlley must be sur· 
rendered til1 they can again be exercised without infringing the equal ri6:hts 
of others. The right to enjoy the benefit of common schools, established for 
=>:ll the inhabitants, is a common, not an exclusive personal right, and hence, 
like all other common rights, it must be exercised under such limitations and 
restrictions, that it shal1 not interfere with the equal and co· extensive rights 
of others. Childr.en may, thehefore, be excluded, not merely for punishment, 
but for the protecuon of otbers from such noxious example and pestilent in. 
fluence as would entirely defeat the purposes for which schools are instituted. 
(8 Cus.l. Mass., R., 164-)" [Baleman's Common Sc~oo'- Dtcisions,pp. 259-~J ' 
To Dr. Bateman's exhaustive discussion of these points I only wish to add 
that the consideration of questious of eligibility, residence, admission and 
e>Cclusion of pupils, and of the tuition fees to be charged those not adD!itted 
- free, constitutes a part of the official business of the board of school direc. 
' tors; and that these questions should only be acted upon at a meeting of the 
board, uoless the board by the adoption of a rule give one of its members or 
the teacher authority to act in certain classes -of cases. When directors admit 
_ a pupil who is to pay for tuition t1iey should give him an' official permit; stat. 
ing for what length 01 time and upon what terms he is admitted' and of this 
action ~ey should keep a record. They wil1 also find it best to r~quire that tu-
ition fees ,be paid in advance to the township treasurer. The directors, per. 
mit with the treasurer's receipt wilLthen ~ntitle the pupil to have his name 
put npon the teacher's register and to be placed in school upon the same foot. 
ing with the other pupils. 
-+ TRANSFERS OF PuPILS. Section thirty.five of the school law authorizes 
a trans~er o~ PU?i1s from one district to another, upon the written . consent 'of 
the board of directors of both districts. Such transfers should be made 
, whenev.er tlie interests of particul;u- pupiis Can be served thereby without se. 
rious loss to either district concerned. If the school in a particular district is 
,over.crowded, and some of the pupils can be readily accommodated in adjoin. 
i~ districts, it wil1 often be much better to grant a few transfers, than to 
build a new house or divide the district. So, too, if there are pupils in one 
distri~ who ought to take up certain bran'ches of stu~y _which it -is ~ot best, 
,for any reaspn, to -have taught in t)J.eir own district at that term of school, 
~ch Pl!Pils shpuld be granted transfers to another district, if they can receive 
there the instruction whicb they want. It will bardly De necessary to grant 
rinsfers in other cases than these; but, when asked for good and sufficien t 
reasons, they should be given a fair consideration, and should not be refused 
• on nUTOW arid il1iberhl grounds • . 
. Probably the best course of procedure with reference to permits is that the 
"pupil desiring'one, or his parent or guardian [or him, first ask the board of di. 
rectors of the. district in which "he lives to grant it. This is offiCial business 
and should be tonsidered only at meeting of the board, and a record should 
be kept of the board upon the request. JI granted, the time for which th~ 
Permit of the action is given should be stated in it. But no permit should' be 
given for s~ch a lenl:th of time that th~ pupil.will attend school'under it,during 
the year, for a 10n6:er term than that of the school in his own district; for 
QtIi~ise he would have an unfair advantage over the other pupils of his district: 
Further,the rule laid down by the_supreme court ill'the decision (published in 
ClitCULAR-:I) with regara to the term for which directors may employ teach. 
ers; applies also with equal ' force to permits. Except in cases -requiring it, 
the boar,s1 Qf directors should make no contracts and grant no permits that 
. will hamper the action o[ their successors in the office. No permits should 
be granted before the, April election for a term to begin after the election; but 
in case they are given for a term·beginning before the election and continu_ 
in&aft~ it, they~ay be drawn to continue in force for, the whole .term. I 
ingest Qle fol1GWin, .form- for the' permit: • ,'0 
' •• • • , TI!., .• • • • • ,18 .. 
By order of the board of directors of school district No. • ., T. . ., R. 
• ., permission is granted. . • • • ., who i, a resident Qf this district 
and of lawful school age, to attend school • . . . • months in district No. 
.. , T .•. 0, R . ... 
This permit shaH continue in force • • . months from this date. 
. ' . . . . . . ., President. 
•••.•.. '. Clerk. 
The permit should then be pfesented to the boaad of directors of the dis· 
trict in which the pupil wishes to attend school; and, if approved by them it 
may be endorsed as fol1ows : 
. . . . . .. , II!', ...... ,18 .. 
Approved by order of the board of directors 01 school district No. . • T. 
.,R . . . 
. • • .- • ., PresideJlt. 
......•• , Clerk. 
The pupil should then take' his permit to the teacher of the -school, who 
should enter upon the school register his name, the title of the district to-' 
which he belongs, the number of months of school for which the permit holds-
good and the date of its expiration. It Wll1 be well to file the permit imme.-
dialely thereafter, with the township treasurer of the district in which the pu~ 
pillives; since he will need it for i~formatlon when he makes payment for 
the pupil's tuition. 
The law requires teachers of schools containing transferred pupils to make 
out separate schedules for them. It will be fGund best to make out these 
schedules at the same time that the regular schedules (or the districts are made 
out. In fact, a strict construction of ~cti~n fifty.two of the school law would-
prevent a teacher from claiming his pay for any month until such schedules 
have been made out and delivered to the directors of his district. If the 
pupils are transferred from a-district in the same tQwnship, the directors have 
only to certify the separate schedule and deliver it to the township treasurer -
whose duty it be-comes upon reuiving tlte sc.l~dule and not before, to charge 
to one district, and to credit to the Gther, the amount which the schedule 
shows to be due. Bu_t if the pupils come from another township, then the 
directors must take the schedule to the other board of directors, who should, 
upon finding it correct, approve it, and t.len, and not "Difore, draw an order 
upon their treaSurer in favor of the treasurer of the other district. It is the 
duty of the directors receiving the order to attend to. its col1ection. Should 
they receive the money thereon personally, they must at once pay it Qver to. 
their treasurer; for he is by section forty of the school law the only lawful 
depositary and custodian of all district school funds. 
5. TEACHERS' DUTIES. All the questiQns cons,idered above fall within the 
sphere of the directors' dutieS and power. It is the duty of the teacher to 
learn accurately about the "Ie and residence of every pupil the day when he 
enters schoc;!l. If 'he finds in the school any pupils under six years of age he • 
should exclude them. If he finds any over twenty·oue years he should at 
Qnce refer them. and all whose parents or guardians do not live in the district ' 
to the directors, unless they have already procured, and present to him, per: 
mits of one or the other class referred to above. ' The teacher, except under 
the instruction or rule of the board of directors, has no authoritY. to deter. 
mine questions of residence, or terms of tuition for non·residents. So too, if 
it is necessary to exclude a pupil from school for any 0. f the reasQns named 
above, unless he has a rule of the board to guide him, the teacher should reo 
fer the case to the board, except in an emergency that will not admit of de-
lay. 
Non.residentpupils should be entered upop the register, andarecordshould 
be kept of their attendance, the same as Qf Qther pupils; but the teacher should 
not put upon the schedule Qf his district the name of any pnpil who is over 
twenty.one, or who IS a ~on.reside~t. The .teacher's dutr with regard to sep-
arate schedules for certalD non.resldent pupIls is stated above - under the -head. 
of "TRANSFERS OF PUPILS." JAMES P. SLADE, 
State Superintendent 0f . .fu6/ie Ins~&titnlo 
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNMENT. 
"As the 'teacher is, so is the school," is a trite saying, the tnith of which 
none will question. . 
_ See ~o the ~rderly management of everything. Have a place fQr each. pu_ 
pIl to hang i1.1S hat and wrappings, put his books, to sit' or stand in his class, 
and see that his place is kept. 
Have a re~ar time for reciting, and, if possible, fQr studying every leliOJ;I_ 
I)ee at all times that the best of care is taken Qf · the school properly. 
~ways keep the schoo~.roolD neat and clean; O'mament it with pictures," 
mottoes, maps, charts, wr~, and flowers. . 
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Always call and dismiss your classes in order; count or tap the bell as sig. 
nals. • 
Be firm and kind. Don't scold. Be prompt in everything. Your pupils 
will often follow your example. 
Do not allow communication, leaving seats, g?ing out, or getting water 
during sch.>Ol hours, without permission. 
• System, self· possession, energy and kindness on the part of the teacher are 
the disciplinary agents. . . 
Profitable and coristant occupation is the true preventive of disorderly con· 
duct. 
Have every pupil secure a slate and pencil, and be sure he uses them, 
Save as few classes as will lie consistent with the wants of the school. A 
teacher' cannot teach a successful school and hear thirty or thirty·five recita. 
tions daily. 
See te-t the room is properly ventilated-about 65° or 70° Fahr. is the 
proper· degree of temperature. 
Have the syllables of al. words pronounced, or teach pupils to make a 
slight pause between syllables. 
Do not have your pupils report "perfect" and "imperfect." It leads to 
habits of lying and deception. 
All the pupils of the same class should pursue the same studies, it possible; 
Dou't forget to have the general exercise for the whole school each day. 
Use. the oral and ge'~eral exercises provid~d for each grade, for the whole as 
far as practicable. 
"Order is Heaven's first law," and without order no school can succeed. 
The first step in governing a ~chool is to govern yourself. 
Have written examinations once a month for the larger pnpils, and oral ex-
aminations for the smaller ones. 
Every teacher should be a regular reader of at least ~ne educational jour-
ul. 
Always be a living model for your pupils whether in or out of school. 
Begin school promptly at nine o'clock and close at four. 
Visit your patrons frequently alld urge them to visit your school. 
Visit some of the best schools you .can hear of ea.ch year, and don't fail to 
attend the normal institute. 
Make a full report at the close of your school to .the diStrict secretary. 
Fill out a complete record of the advancement of each grade, according to 
the plan shown in the . blank form printea in this book, and leave it in the 
register for the use of your successor. . 
I. Regulations should be: 
a, few; b, general; c, pOfular ; d, practicable; t, calculated to form 
good habits. . 
2. T eachers and pupils should observe : 
a, regularity; b, promptItude; c, decorum ; d, morality; t, quietude. 
3. To prevent disorder, the teacher '. 
a, should b! a thorough scholar; - b, sh mId prepue his lessons; c, 
should be skillful in teachmg; d, should see that pupils are com· 
fortable ; t, shollid see thlt all hlVe plenty to d);f, shollid thor· 
onghly inspect all work. 
4. Punishments: '. . 
a, should be reformatory, never vindictive ; b, should assist the pupil 
to self· control ; c, shbuld be a natural consequence of the offense; 
d, should be mild ·but cortain; e. should be accompanied by the 
kind word and the fir.m,hand ; .r. should be infreqllent. 
S. Injudicious punishments : . 
a, unusual punishments; b, cowardly punishments, such as continual 
threatening and scolding; c; cruel punishments ; d, degrading 
punishm~nts; t , vindictive punishments. ' 
6. Judicious punishmen,ts : . . 
a, reproJf : (a) , general; (b), p~lvate; (c), pubhc ; b, privation; c, 
corporal punishment; d, suspension. 
7. The teacher: : 
a, should have g olod manners; b., should have good habits; c, should 
. be a scholar; d, should plan and execute well; t, should have 
self· confidence ; f, should have self· control ; g, should be firm i 
.;, should be consistent ; i, should be courageous; j, should be 
just; .t, should be tolerant; I, should be kind; m, should be pa· 
, tient. :""From Courst 01 StUt/,1I lor Iowa Ung-radtd Sc';ools. 
Miss Nettie Kingsley, a graduate of Illinois Normal, died recently at Den. 
ver, Col., where she had been teaching. Her remains were brol!ght to Nor· 
mal for burial. 
HANDWRITING. 
A recent authority has laid it down that the respective impo~­
tance of the qualities of handwriting is thus: First, clearnesS; - • 
Second, speed; Third, beauty. Here follow two opinions on ' 
handwriting from experienced and judicious persons. The first 
is fro~ James Wm. Gilbart, F. G. S., General manager of the 
London and Westminster Bank :-
"When a young mm enters ~ bank as a clerk, he should be 
careful in his handwriting, or in his anxiety to write fast he 
may forget to write well. If he write a bad hand, he should not 
be above taking a few lessons frori!. a professor of penmanship, 
who will teach-him to write fast and well at the same time. Plain-
ness is of more consequence than neatness or elegance. The ne-
cessity for writing quickly, and the want of carefulness at first, 
are the causes why so few bankers' clerks, cOLnparatively, write 
a good hand. You ought to be careful to. write a plain hand. 
"My own opinion is that thl! great deficiency rests in the 
school teaching, for we are not taught to write well and faSt at 
the same time, and the necessity for writing quickly compels us 
to write badly. A roundhand is more legible than an angular 
hand, but the old roundhand is too laborous for ordinary use. 
The angular hand is not so plain, although written quicker; I 
prefer a line between the two, a semi-angular hand, as the pen 
glides more 'easily around a slight curve than it does around a 
sharp abrupt turn . Rapidity requires a semi-angular hand, and 
quickness of executio~ is almost · indispensable for a. business 
man." 
The following is the doctrine of Lord Palmerston : 
SIR,-I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will sub· 
mit to the_ Committee of Council on Educalton for their consideration, that 
one great fault in the system pf instruction in the schools of the country liea in 
t1!e want of proper teac~ing in the art of writing. The great bulk of the mid-
dle and lower orders wnte hands too small and indistinct, and do not forin 
their letters, or they sometimes form them by alternate broad and fine stroke • . 
which make the words difficult to read. The handwritinlr that was generally 
practiced in the early part of the middle of the last century was far better than 
that now in use, and Lord Palmerston would suggest that it would be very 
desirable that the attention of schoolmasters should be directed to this subject, 
and that tMir pupils should bt taug.it ral';er /0 jmi/att "road printi .. g tM" 
fi"e copperplatt mgraving. I am, etc., H. WADDINGTON. 
To the Secretary of the Privy Council Committee on Educa-
tion, Whitehall. C. THOMPSON. 
The Christian Union, which, at the core, is always sound on 
the public sCQool question, speaks thus valiantly and truthfuI.ly. 
of the Scully fiasco in Cambridgeport, Mass. : . 
"Whichever report is correct, the way for Protestants is clear-namely, 
make the public schools so good that parochial schools cannot compete with ' 
them. It IS no time for countenance of, or patience with, girdling them by 
·the abolition of Normal schools; for cutting down teachers' salaries; for al · 
lowin? second and t~ird rate politicians to creep into our school boards; for 
reducmg the school curriculum to reading, writing, and arithmetic; nor for ' 
any other of thl: various plans perpetually agitated by penurious folly for saving 
at the spigot and losing at the bung. hole. Especially it is no time for taking 
out whit little of Christian education there may be left in the schools; it is a 
time for increasing it many fold: In breadth and thorougilness of education 
th~ pu~lic schools are inc~n;t~rably- and incontestably better than their Puo; 
chlal nvals. The only cr~tlclsm brou~ht against them is that they are "god· 
less scho,:!ls," and the way' to counteract that criticism is by making them 
mo~e effiCIent in the development of 'all those fundamental Christian virtues 
whIch are ne~essary to equipment for good citizenship in a free state. Where-
eve~ the pubhc school is br9ad, thorough, and Christian, wherever it really 
equIps boys and girls for life, fitting the one for trade and the mechanic arb 
as well '!S for college, and the other for the household and the kitchen as well 
.~ for the ex~mination day, and developing in both good moral judgment to 
dIscern the nght, and strong moral purpose to cleave,to it, the parochial schOQI 
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on the record of their fidelity as parents to the p-ust which their heavenly Fa-: 
ther has reposed in them!' . ', .. 
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